
Where Your Membership Counts!

The Palm Beach County Bar Association’s

100th Annual 
Installation Banquet

Saturday, June 11th, 2022
 The Breakers Hotel | Palm Beach, FL

7:00 P.M. - 11:00 P.M. 



TITLE
Smith Ball & Baez Injury Lawyers

CENTENNIAL
Searcy Denney Scarola Barnhart & Shipley

Mrachek Fitzgerald Rose Konopka Thomas & Weiss

RECEPTION
Scott and Molly Smith

DINNER
Fisher Potter Hodas

Pike & Lustig

DESSERT
Brinkley Morgan

Burlington Rockenbach
Reid Burman Lebedeker Xenick Pepin

First Horizon

DECADE
Akerman

Clark Fountain LaVista Prather & Littky-Rubin
IOA

Jones Foster 
Keen Law

Law Offices of Craig Goldenfarb
Lytal, Reiter, Smith, Ivey & Fronrath

McDonald Hopkins
Murray Guari Trial Attorneys

My Care Medical
Northwestern Mutual

Pressly Pressly Randolph & Pressly
Pursuit Wealth

U.S. Legal Support 
Visual Evidence

The Palm Beach County Bar Association would like to thank 
the following sponsors of tonight’s ceremony:

BANQUET EVENT SPONSORS
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PROGRAM
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The Palm Beach County Bar Association 
would like to thank Retired Florida Supreme 
Court Justice Barbara Pariente (left) for 
installing our officers and Judge James Martz 
(right) for providing the invocation and pledge 
of allegiance on this momentous occasion.

Welcome  

Invocation & Pledge of 
Allegiance

Final Remarks as President

Installation of Officers & 
Directors    
Directors

Immediate Past President                 

North County Section 
President

Young Lawyers Section 
President 

President-Elect

President

Remarks by President

Dinner and Dancing

Julia Wyda 
Immediate Past President

The Honorable James Martz                                       
Circuit Judge, 15th Judicial Circuit

Julia Wyda

Ret. Florida Supreme Court 
Justice Barbara Pariente 

Lindsay K. Demmery                                   
Lauren Johnson                                              

Andrea Lewis                                                      
Jean Marie Middleton  

Scott Perry                                          
Jack Rice

Nichole Segal
Lawonda Warren                                                            

Julia Wyda                                                             

Barry Balmuth                                                           

Michael Kranz

Grasford Smith

Scott B. Smith

Champagne Toast Join us for a champagne toast!
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PBCBA’S 100TH PRESIDENT

A message from the President...
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Good evening fellow Palm Beach County 
Bar Association members and guests. 
Please allow me to extend a huge 
welcome to our Annual Installation Gala 
and, perhaps even more significantly, 
thank you for joining all of us tonight 
to celebrate and commemorate the 
PBCBA’s 100th Anniversary! This is 
truly an extraordinary milestone for the 
Palm Beach County Bar Association 
and all its past and current members.

Throughout the course of tonight and throughout the entire 
upcoming year we plan to highlight the PBCBA’s Centennial 
Anniversary and the rich history of the Association, as well as 
of its members. So much has changed in the past 100 years 
and so much is different, but a constant during this entire 
time has been the commitment of our members in providing 
competent and zealous representation for all their clients.
 
It’s hard to believe that lawyers in Palm Beach County once 
practiced here without the “luxury” of air-conditioning, the 
convenience of a telephone and/or cell phone, and certainly did 
so without the ever-present full and often bloated e-mail in-box 
we all now try to tackle and trim every day. In addition to such 
comfort, communication and technological changes made, we have 
witnessed and been an integral part of tremendous and positive 
advances made in society for the greater good and the benefit of 
all. It is undisputed and unequivocal that lawyers and members of 
the judiciary have always been at the forefront of such progress.
 
As we go forward in this 100th Anniversary year, let us all reflect 
on how much good we as members of the Florida Bar and the Palm 
Beach County Bar Association have done for our clients, for the 
criminal and civil justice systems, and for our society at the local, 
county, state, and national levels. Our profession is a noble one 
buttressed and forged by the critical and crucial goal of equal justice 

(CONCLUDED ON NEXT PAGE)

Scott B. Smith
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for all. As President Lincoln told us to do as practicing lawyers, and 
as we all strive to do our jobs as licensed professional members 
of the Florida Bar and as voluntary members of the PBCBA, let 
us do so with diligence, leaving nothing for tomorrow that can be 
done and finished today, never let your correspondence, even those 
aforementioned increasing e-mails, fall behind, and with whatever 
piece of business or task you have in hand, before stopping, do all 
of the labor pertaining to it which can then be done. For it is in our 
hardest work that we do the greatest good for our clients and the 
pursuit of justice. 
 
Please have a wonderful time tonight celebrating this momentous 
occasion and may this coming year bring you and all of yours 
great health, much success and an abundance of happiness and 
joy. Happy 100th Anniversary to the Palm Beach County Bar 
Association! Congratulations, cheers, slainte, mazel tov and best of 
luck to each and all of you! I look forward to seeing you this year at 
one of our several Palm Beach County Courthouses, at the PBCBA 
Office and/or all about our great and wonderful Palm Beach County.
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Scott Smith 
President 
Smith, Ball & Baez 
Injury Lawyers

Grasford Smith
President-Elect 
Akerman, LLP

Julia Wyda
Immediate Past President
Brinkley Morgan

Lindsay Demmery
PBCBA Board Member
NextEra Energy 
Resources, LLC

Lauren Johnson
PBCBA Board Member 
Rabin Kammerer Johnson

Andrea Lewis
PBCBA Board Member
Searcy Denney Scarola 
Barnhart & Shipley

Jean Marie Middleton
PBCBA Board Member 
School District of 
Palm Beach County

Scott Perry
PBCBA Board Member
Murray Guari 
Trial Attorneys P.L.

John “Jack” Rice
PBCBA Board Member
Gunster

Nichole Segal
PBCBA Board Member
Burlington & 
Rockenbach, P.A. 

Lawonda Warren
PBCBA Board Member
City of Delray Beach

Barry Balmuth
NCS President
Barry S. Balmuth, P.A.

Michael Kranz
YLS President
Mrachek, Fitzgerald, Rose, Konopka, 
Thomas & Weiss

Announcing the Announcing the 2022-20232022-2023 Board of Directors of Board of Directors of
 the Palm Beach County Bar Association... the Palm Beach County Bar Association...

PAGE 5

PBCBA BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Want to send a comment, suggestion, or question to the board? Want to send a comment, suggestion, or question to the board? 
Please send an email to: Please send an email to: pbcba-bod@palmbeachbar.orgpbcba-bod@palmbeachbar.org
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Carla Tharp Brown

Patience Burns

Catherine Royce 

I am very proud to have been a part of the history 
of the PBCBA for 36 years. Congratulations on 
the 100th anniversary of providing service to 
the members and the community. 

- Patience 

PBCBA also would like to say a special thank you to 

Mary Burdick
posthumously for maintaining the Executive Secretary 
position prior to the Executive Director role being created.  

Years Active: 1989 - 2016

My husband, Raymond W. Royce and I have 
many wonderful memories from our time with 
the Bar Association. Congratulations and best 
wishes for an even better future!

- Catherine

PBCBA is proud to celebrate 100 years of service 
to the Palm Beach County community and its 
members. I am blessed to be a part of this 
historical moment.   

- Carla

Years Active: 2016 - Current

Years Active: 1979 - 1989
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The legacy of the Palm Beach County 
Bar Association (“PBCBA”) began in 
1909 as an arm of the Dade County 
Bar Association. Thirteen years later, 
PBCBA was officially founded and 
became a separate organization 
in 1922. M.D. Carmichael served 

as the first president and there were 23 attorneys in the county, 
including 2 women. The membership size did not stop PBCBA’s 
advancement, and it grew to 141 attorneys by 1945. In 1946, the 
“Junior Bar” was formed, now known as the Young Lawyers Section. 
The Board of Directors established the Legal Aid Society in 1949. 

The 1960s were a great time for PBCBA, its membership increased 
to approximately 400 attorneys. In 1964, PBCBA admitted its 
first African-American members: I.C. Smith, William M. Holland, 
Sr., F. Malcolm Cunningham, Sr., and T.J. Cunningham, Sr. It also 
began its first formal judicial evaluations process the same year. 
By the 1970s, PBCBA grew to 950 members and the president at 
the time, Joseph J. Reiter, recognized the need for an administrator 
and hired Mary Burdick as PBCBA’s Executive Secretary in 1970. In 
1979, PBCBA hosted its first Bench Bar Conference. The organizers 
included Judge Daniel T.K. Hurley, Retired Supreme Court Justice 
Barbara Pariente, and Jack Ackerman, among others. Catherine 
Royce was hired as PBCBA’s first Executive Director the same year.

(CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE)
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The 1980s brought extensive growth 
to PBCBA, its membership soared to 
1100 attorneys, and it established 
its first official office space in the 
Citizens Building in Downtown West 
Palm Beach. Patience Burns was hired 
as Executive Director for PBCBA’s 
lawyer referral service and secretary 
for PBCBA in 1980. Recognizing 
the need to diversity the practice 

PAGE 8

(CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE)

of law in Palm Beach County, Judges Edward Rodgers, Daniel 
T.K. Hurley, and Harry Lee Anstead, among others, convened 
a meeting of local law firms to encourage them to hire minority 
lawyers in 1983. This effort led to the hiring of many African-
American attorneys at major law firms in the county, including 
Retired Circuit Court Judge Moses Baker and Bettye King. In 
1984, PBCBA hosted its first judicial reception and continued 
to expand with the creation of the North County Section in 1988.

By 1992, PBCBA’s membership grew to over 2000 members. The 
90s also brought the creation of the Professionalism Award and 
JulieAnn Rico was installed as PBCBA’s first woman president in 
1993. The beginning of the 21st century was a transformative 
time for PBCBA as technology and the economic state of our country 
shifted the practice of law. Major milestones continued to occur. 

PBCBA HISTORICAL INFO
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(CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE)

Manuel (Manny) Farach was installed 
as PBCBA’s first Hispanic-American 
president in 2006, the late Judge 
Meenu Sasser was the first Asian-
American president in 2007, and 
PBCBA’s Bench Bar Conference also 
exceeded 1,000 attendees for the first 
time in 2007. Further, in 2009, PBCBA 
reformed its diversity committee 
and renamed it the Committee for 

Diversity and Inclusion, or CDI, which actively collaborated with the 
F. Malcolm Cunningham, Sr. Bar Association, Palm Beach County 
Hispanic Bar Association, and the Palm Beach County Chapter of 
the Florida Association for Women Lawyers to improve diversity 
and inclusion throughout the Palm Beach County legal community. 
That same year, the CDI hosted its inaugural Diversity Summit 
under the leadership of then PBCBA president Michelle Suskauer, 
and future presidents John Howe, Adam Rabin, and Jessica Callow.

PBCBA’s membership reached 3,000 members and it amended 
its bylaws to make the CDI a permanent standing committee 
in 2010. In 2011, John Howe was installed as PBCBA’s first 
African-American president and PBCBA purchased its first 
office building, now named after Patience Burns. PBCBA 
continued to work towards promoting diversity and inclusion 
in the legal profession, providing equal opportunities and 
services for its members, and CDI created the Judge Edward 
Rodgers Diversity Award in 2012. Judge Rodgers was the first 
African American judge and chief judge in Palm Beach County. 
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In 2016, Patience Burns retired as 
Executive Director after 36 years 
of service to PBCBA. An Executive 
Director Search Committee was 
created to find a new Executive 
Director. After a national search, 
this committee screened a total of 
sixty-three qualified applicants and 
reduced the pool to five finalists, 
from which Carla Tharp-Brown 
was chosen. Carla, became the 
first African-American and third 
Executive Director of PBCBA. The 

PBCBA legacy continued when Rosalyn Sia Baker-Barnes became 
the first African-American female president of the Bar in 2017. The 
Board of Directors and Carla Tharp-Brown led the Bar through 
a major renovation to its office building in 2017, which was 
necessary due to a major fire that occurred at the Bar office building.

In 2020, the Covid-19 pandemic occurred and for the first time in 
PBCBA history, the Installation Banquet (Bar Prom) did not occur. 
Instead, the Board of Directors were installed at the Bar’s office and  
members provided over one ton of food for the Palm Beach County 
Food Bank and donated $6,600 in financial contributions. To date, 
PBCBA continues to stand on the shoulders of its past presidents, 
board of directors, and members. Many of whom have gone on 
to be Florida Bar presidents, Florida Supreme Court Justices, 

(CONCLUDED ON NEXT PAGE)
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A special thank you to the PBCBA Staff, Carla Tharp Brown, Lynne 
Poirier, Kathy Clark, Yani Echevarria, Derek Loiseau, Nicole 
Nelson, Jessica Gonzalez, Vicky Vargas and Dee Maeyens, who 
contributed to making this a special occasion for its members.

THANK YOU PBCBA STAFF

Fourth DCA judges, members 
of the Palm Beach County 
judiciary, and partners at local 
law firms. PBCBA continues to 
strive to enforce its mission 
to serve its members, foster 
professionalism, and enhance 
the public’s understanding and 
awareness of the legal system. 

PBCBA HISTORICAL INFO

PBCBA thanks Lawonda Warren for authoring this section.
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Jill G. Weiss & Jessica M. Callow
Palm Bech County Bar Association  Past Presidents

Cheers to 100 Years!Cheers to 100 Years!

The Young Lawyers Section congratulates our new 
President, Michael Kranz, and the Bar’s new President, 
Scott Smith, on their installations. And Happy 100th 
Anniversary to the Palm Beach County Bar Association!

       YLS
Young Lawyers Section



Congratulations to the

Palm Beach County Bar Association

on this monumental occasion.

Happy 100th Anniversary!

Scott, Molly, Sandy, Tucker, 
Charlie and Harrison Smith



WEST PALM BEACH / TALLAHASSEEw8OO.78O.86O7wWWW.SEARCYLAW.COM

We honor the  
PALM BEACH COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION

for 100 years in pursuit of justice  
for all Floridians . . . and we are  

proud to be part of the leadership team.

Andrea Lewis 
Director;  

Co-Chair Committee for  
Diversity & Inclusion

Sia Baker-Barnes
Past President; 

Florida Bar  
Board of Governors

Committee Members:
Michael Kugler 
Circuit Civil Practice

Katherine Kiziah 
PI/Wrongful Death

w



Congratulations
Palm Beach County

Bar Association
on this amazing milestone.  

Scott B. Smith, Esq.                        Nelson E. Báez, Esq.                        

E X P E R I E N C E D  D E D I C AT E D  T R I A L L AW Y E R S

Marci Ball Elordi, Esq.

Happy 100th Anniversary!

4440 PGA Boulevard | Suite 500
Palm Beach Gardens, FL 33410

Phone:  (561) 500-HELP
www.SmithBall.com 



                                                                             is a cutting-edge law practice committed to
doing one thing: what's best for our clients. Our dedicated team, led by prominent and
proven trial attorneys, offers personalized solutions for righting wrongs. Built on a
foundation of leadership, innovation, and community service, we are a trusted, client-
focused firm that protects the rights of people against the powerful. 

As a true litigation law firm with a statewide and national referral network, Domnick
Cunningham & Whalen is proud to have a long tradition of working with colleagues
from across the country on complex matters. Our trial attorneys collectively have more
than 100 years of legal experience and have participated in thousands of cases. We are
consulted on a regular basis by trial attorneys throughout the nation seeking counsel
on complex cases of catastrophic injury and insurance issues.

Domnick Cunningham & Whalen   

DOING WHAT IS RIGHT.

Practice Areas
Insurance Bad Faith | Mass Torts | Medical Malpractice | Nursing Home Abuse |

Product Liability | Serious Personal Injury | Trucking Litigation

Contact Us
2401 PGA Blvd, Suite 140, Palm Beach Gardens, FL 33410 |  www.dcwlaw.com |

(561) 625-6260

THANK YOU PBCBA
We honor your 100 years of distinguished

service to our legal community



We are proud to support the Palm Beach County Bar
Association and be part of the Centennial Celebration

Mark R. Osherow, Esq., Founding Partner

Kenyetta N. Alexander, Esq., Partner

www.osherowpllc.com T: 561-257-0880

BARRY S. BALMUTH, P.A.BARRY S. BALMUTH, P.A.
  CONGRATULATESCONGRATULATES

THE PALM BEACH COUNTY THE PALM BEACH COUNTY 
BAR ASSOCIATIONBAR ASSOCIATION

ON ITSON ITS

100100THTH ANNIVERSARY ANNIVERSARY



Grasford W. Smith
Partner, Litigation
West Palm Beach
561 653 5000
grasford.smith@akerman.com

700+ Lawyers

24 Offices
©2022 Akerman LLP.  
All rights reserved.

Akerman salutes the Palm Beach County Bar Association 
on a century of commitment to fostering professionalism 
and enhancing the public’s understanding and awareness 
of the legal system.

Congratulations to our partner and PBCBA’s President-
Elect Grasford W. Smith and all the newly installed leaders. 
Thank you for your service and commitment to our 
profession and our community!



A Proud Sponsor of the
Palm Beach County Bar Association’s
100th Anniversary Installation Banquet

Brinkley Morgan has been servicing clients in a variety of
practice areas for nearly 50 years in the State of Florida.

The firm provides a wide range of professional legal services
in the areas of marital and family law; business and business

litigation; real estate; and trusts and estates. 

Fort Lauderdale • Boca Raton • brinkleymorgan.com

Congratulations
to Brinkley Morgan Partner

for her successful term as

Julia Wyda
99th President of the 
Palm Beach County 

Bar Association.

712 US Highway 1, Suite 400, North Palm Beach, FL 33408
561.844.3600 | www.cohennorris.com

This Palm Beach County Law Firm is
headquartered in North Palm Beach,
Florida, and has emerged as a recognized
leader in real estate and commercial
transactions. Founded in 1990, the Law
Firm has successfully engaged in some of
the largest and most complex transactions
in South Florida.

• Real Estate
• Litigation / 

Appellate Law
• Administrative 

Agencies
• Corporation and 

Partnership Law

• Employment Law
• Probate

Administration
• Wills, Trusts, 

and Estate Planning
• Taxation
• Construction Lien

Law

AREAS OF PRACTICE

Our Membership Wall is Our Membership Wall is 
almost complete! If you almost complete! If you 
would like your name would like your name 
on our signage, there are on our signage, there are 
still a few spots left. First still a few spots left. First 
come first served.  come first served.  

Please complete the form Please complete the form 
available by visiting: available by visiting: 

www.palmbeachbar.org/www.palmbeachbar.org/
support-your-barsupport-your-bar  

------------------------------------------------------------------
Gold: (4 spots left) $Gold: (4 spots left) $500.00500.00

Silver: (4 spots left) $Silver: (4 spots left) $350.00350.00
Bronze: (3 spots left) Bronze: (3 spots left) $200.00$200.00

For more information, please For more information, please 
visit: visit: www.palmbeachbar.org/www.palmbeachbar.org/

PBCBA PBCBA 
Membership WallMembership Wall



The North County Section of the 
Palm Beach County Bar Association

CONGRATULATES
The Board of Directors 

2022 - 2023

“Leaders instill in their people a hope for success
and a belief in themselves. Positive leaders 

empower people to accomplish their goals.”  

- Unknown

Fisher Potter Hodas
Congratulates the 

Palm Beach County 
Bar Association  

on their 
100th Anniversary

R

fisherpotterhodas.com  |  561.832.1005
West Palm Beach

The attorneys at the law offices of Pike & 
Lustig, LLP, a full-service law firm, 

understand our clients’ business litigation 
needs, in both State and Federal Courts.

Of�ces in Palm Beach County (WPB) and
Dade County (Miami)



Congratulates

www.reidburmanlaw.com

the Palm  Beach County Bar Association on its

 100 year Anniversary!

Congratulations on 100 years
Palm Beach County Bar Association!



M.D. Carmichael*                  
Richard P. Robbins*                   
L.R. Baker*                              
M.D. Carmichael*
Richard P. Robbins*
L.R. Baker* 
Harry A. Johnston*
George W. Coleman*
H.C. Fisher**** 
Marshall B. Wood*
E. Harris Drew***
B.F. Paty*
Joseph S. White*
Henry P. Lilienthal*
Manley P. Caldwell*
Wilbur E. Cook*
W. Murray Hamner*
Richard Prescott*
Russell Morrow*
Culver Smith*
Raymond Alley*
C.Y. Byrd*
William Utley*
C.H. Ernest*
Paul W. Potter*
Wareing T. Miller*
Charles B. Fulton*****
J. Leo Chapman*
Elwyn L. Middleton*
H. Elmo Robinson*
J. Stockton Bryan, Jr.*
Harold G. Maass*
Robert F. Cromwell*

Charles H. Warwick III*
Phillip D. Anderson*
Frederick C. Prior 
James C. Downey*
William A. Foster
Alan F. Brackett*
Robert D. Tylander*
Robert Mck Foster*
John M. Farrell*
H. Laurence Cooper, Jr.*
John R. Day*
John L. Burns*
Harry Johnston II
Gavin Letts*
James S. Robinson*
Charles H. Damsel, Jr.
Edward D. Lewis*
Raymond W. Royce
Larry Klein         
Theodore Babbitt
John F. Flanigan
Sidney A. Stubbs, Jr.
Joseph J. Reiter**
John B McCracken*
David L. Roth
D. Culver Smith III
Timothy W. Gaskill
Arthur G. Wroble
Guy C. Hill*
Patrick J. Casey
James G. Pressly, Jr.
Patrick C. Massa
Steven A. Stinson

Carl M. Mathison, Jr.*
Robert V. Romani*
Michael P. Walsh
JulieAnn Rico
Michael A. Viscomi
Carol McLean Brewer
Jerald S. Beer
John G. White III**
Michael T. Kranz
Edward Downey
Scott G. Hawkins** 
Amy L. Smith
Gregory W. Coleman**
Lisa S. Small
Stanley D. Klett, Jr.
Theodore J. Leopold
Manuel Farach 
Meenu T. Sasser*
Richard D. Schuler
Michelle Suskauer**
Michael Napoleone
John M. Howe
Adam T. Rabin
Jill G. Weiss
Theodore S. Kypreos
J. Grier Pressly III
John R. Whittles
Rosalyn Sia Baker-Barnes
Gregory P. Huber
Jessica Callow
Dean T. Xenick
Julia Wyda

*  Deceased  
**  Florida Bar President  
***  Deceased, Florida Bar President, Supreme Court Justice 
**** Deceased, Florida Bar President  
*****  Deceased, Florida Bar President, Federal Court Judge
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THANK YOU FOR 100 YEARS
OF EXCELLENCE


