
Judge Robin Rosenberg

Published November 2007
by Grier Pressly

Judge Robin Rosenberg brought her local roots and a uniquely diverse legal career to the
bench when she was sworn in as one of our newest circuit judges on January 2, 2007.
Government practice at the national and local level. Private practice in a big firm and a small
firm. Corporate general counsel and executive leadership. Judge Rosenberg has done it all
in a remarkably short period of time.

Born and raised in West Palm Beach, Judge Rosenberg attended the Palm Beach Day School
and was a state-ranked junior tennis player before attending Andover for high school.
Following her graduation from Princeton University, where she captained the women’s
tennis team, Judge Rosenberg headed to Washington, D.C. where she worked for the Senate
Subcommittee on Juvenile Justice, Princeton’s Office of University Affairs, and as a legislative
correspondent to Senator Bill Bradley.

After three years in Washington, Judge Rosenberg decided that a career in law and public
service was her calling. In 1989 Judge Rosenberg graduated with a law degree from Duke
University’s School of Law and a M.A. degree in public policy from Duke’s Terry Sanford
Institute of Public Policy. Judge Rosenberg’s first job out of law school was an enjoyable one-
year clerkship with Judge James Paine of the U.S. District Court in West Palm Beach. Judge
Rosenberg returned to Washington in 1990 to go to work for the U.S. Department of Justice.

It was at the Department of Justice that Judge Rosenberg gained her employment law
background, serving as a trial attorney for the Employment Litigation Section of the Civil
Rights Division, and met her future husband. Michael McAuliffe was also working as a trial
attorney with the Department of Justice (in the Criminal Section of the Civil Rights Division)
in the early 1990’s.

Newly married in 1993, Judge Rosenberg and Michael moved to Pilsen, Czech Republic to
support the Civic Education Project jointly sponsored by Yale University and Central
European University. In Pilsen, Judge Rosenberg helped set up the graduate school of public
administration at West Bohemia University while Michael helped establish only the country’s
fourth law school at the same university.

After spending a rewarding, busy year in the Czech Republic, Judge Rosenberg and Michael
returned to West Palm Beach to continue their legal careers and to raise their family.
Judge Rosenberg served as Assistant City Attorney for West Palm Beach for two years before
going into private practice in the litigation department at Holland & Knight. Judge
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Rosenberg’s tenure as Vice President and General Counsel at Slim·Fast Foods Company 
provided the opportunity of executive experience and managing corporate issues involving 
virtually every area of the law.

In 2001, Judge Rosenberg and Michael went into practice together. At Rosenberg & 
McAuliffe, Judge Rosenberg focused her practice on employment litigation while also 
concentrating on her roles as a certified mediator and arbitrator with ARC Mediation, a 
business she co-founded. However, the tug to return to public service was too strong to 
ignore. Judge Rosenberg feels fortunate to have loved every step of her career, a career that 
she feels has prepared her well for the challenges that serving as a judge will bring. Judge 
Rosenberg wants the community to know that she is honored to serve as a judge of our 
circuit.

When Judge Rosenberg is not working, she can be found spending time with her parents 
and grandmother (who all still reside locally) and doing any number of outdoor activities 
with her husband and three children – Sydney (11), Madison (8) and Adin (6). Tennis, 
swimming, jogging, and biking, Judge Rosenberg tries to find time for outdoor activities 
seven days a week. While Judge Rosenberg enjoys hiking in the mountains with her family 
during summer vacations in Colorado, she is happy to leave the extreme climbing to 
Michael who has recently summitted Denali (Alaska) and Aconcagua (Chile).
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